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A review of forelgn radio reactions to the new atomie situatiom,

sinee the President’s anmouncement en 23 Septedber, brings cut two broad cor:lusiors:
(1) Won-Sowist reactions outside the United States, like those in the United States,
ars ia gensral egreement with current Amsricen pblicy; and (2) Soviet reacti ns are
cautious, mon-committal om most of the comcrete points at issue, and strictly sub-

ordinated to a gmaﬂy increassd emphasis on the Soviet desire for peazse;

Foreign reastions outside the Soviet sphers are in gesasral very

linilw t@ thmo i:m the United States. There Iz sgresment on the urgency ¢f adsguate
sontrol, but dissagreement on its possibility. Some predist comtinwed Soviet resfussl +o
permit adequate inspection, whils others hops that the USSR may now be more smsnabls

to negotiation.

ET AN ¥ ROLLED REACIIONS: There is much exultant repstitiom ¢ the idea
that the mﬂ.ing cireloa in the Wast aan no longer "blackmail® or "intimidate* the
"demooratic” countries as they have dome im the past. Apart from this, howesasr, the
nost striking fact is the cautiousness displaysd in Moscow's own reactiom te the evemt.
It is shown in sevsral ways:

ion: For the first five days afier the amdiouncement Mogecow c:afineé
iteolf almfbst entirely to distributing the TASS statement and quoting fivoralls
foreign comment. It was mot wmiil nine days after the ammowmecement thet the firat
full=-length Soviet commentary on it appeared.

Lizlted volume: Apart from nsws reports (which have been widely distrdiiuted),

- ters has been nothing like an all-out propsganda capitalization of the event. ..
Even after the first full-length commentary é¢n it appeared, the bulk of the
comment hag consisted of singls sentences or peragraphs embsdded in othe:
comtexts.

'3 o o pa: The toze of the original TASS statement has been mai:iained.
Thm are rather frequent references, for example, to the fdes that the USSR
bas had the bomb {or the "secret"--it is not clear which) since 1947.
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, peace: The most noticeable change in Mossow’s radio propagiTda during
the mek af‘tar the anmouncement was not a capitalization of the new atceic
aitwation but an encrmous increase in the already considerable emphasis tm peace;
and when the bomb has been mentioned it hes nearly always been in this ¢cmtext.
The terrifying implications of the subject have been in effect minimizec by
wrapping it in many layers of "peace" propaganda. The impression is gitem the%
the Soviet Union is by no means "brandishing” the bomb (which it has aciused
others of doing), but considers it only as a way of neutralizing the "bl sckmaii®
of the West , and thereby ensuring peace.

¥ _threa ‘ jation: Ehrenburg's statement that "from Moscow to Fhihdelphin
it is as far as f‘rom Philadelphia to Moscow" has been quoted in the Ame: jean press.
It is therefore relevant to note: (a) that Ehrenburg's implied threat o: bombing
American cities is paralieled in other monitorsd Soviet material only b;' cme
short and relatively colorless statement by a Soviet scientist; and (b) +het
Ehrenburg is the least typical of the writers quoted by the Soviei radi: | several
«-times.in the past he has departed in a similer way from the more cautiovs lines
which characterize Soviet propaganda as a whole. On the whole, the Soviei radio
. doeg.mot engage in "scaremorgering.” .

ian the bopt Together with the "blackmail" theme, the most frequent single
thm h,as been that the Soviet Union stands by its policy of advocating meconditienal -
prohi‘bition of atomic weapons, with "strict" enforcement of this ban.

th 1 te.2 ‘“he prastical

ro'blems of "s‘hriet" control, howevor, are almost wholly avoided. For -xample,
there has been no monitored Soviet mention of the controversies centeri:y arauand
the meaning of "adequate" imspection, international ownership of atomic =mergy.
facilities, the veto, etc.

1ctiveness gb: There has nol been any. @@k .o
ummﬁ‘-wnd diecussion of’ the m111ta.ry off’ectivenesa of atomic as compara . Xiibeaiher
weapons. (The generasl Soviet position on this has been that the effect wemess

of the bomb is greatly overrated.)
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